May 18, 2011


NDAA CALL TO ACTION
FY'12 Funding Request to Congress

Dear State or Local Prosecutor:

As you know, after a long and contentious budget battle between House
Republicans and Senate Democrats which threatened a government-wide
shutdown last month, Congress was able to put together a long-term Continuing
Resolution (C.R.), which was passed for the remainder of FY’11 with $38 billion
in spending cuts from FY’10 levels.

Because of the extended delay by Congress in passing its FY’11
budget, the yearly budget process for FY’12 is just beginning. Additionally,
because of the new rules implemented in the past budget cycle — namely, the
elimination of Congressionally-directed project requests, or “earmarks” — House
and Senate Appropriators has been working on a way to have Members of Congress
and Senators “rank” their programmatic priorities in each budget bill
to get a true sense of where shrinking budget dollars need to go.

This is where NDAA needs your help — because each Congressional
office is now prioritizing programmatic “line item” funding, your Members of
Congress need to hear from you about programs which are most important for you as a
state or local prosecutor. It is our hope you and your colleagues will call
your Congressional representation (your Member of Congress and both of your
U.S. Senators) to request his or her support for federal funding for
programs of importance towards you and your peers. 
In the FY’12 budget, there are three major priorities for funding
state and local prosecutor activities — prosecutor recruitment/retention,
prosecutor training and general prosecution services. As we witnessed during the
FY’11 budget cycle, every Department of Justice line item program received a
17% cut in funding from FY’10 levels, including the John R. Justice Loan
Repayment program (prosecutor recruitment/retention), Byrne Competitive Grant
program (prosecutor training) and Byrne Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) program
(general prosecution services). Make no mistake about it — these cuts in
funding are only going to go deeper and important criminal justice programs will
be eliminated altogether in FY’12 — we need your help in order to save
the programs that affect you and your office the most.

During the next several weeks, Members of Congress and Senators will
be submitting their rankings for Department of Justice line item funding
areas. As soon as possible, please take 20-30 minutes of time out of your busy
schedules to call your Member of Congress and your two Senators to talk about
the programs listed below. Contact information for your Congressional
delegation can be found at [2]www.house.gov or [3]www.senate.gov, or you can call
the Capitol Switchboard (202) 224-3121 and they will connect you directly
to any office on Capitol Hill. If you do not know the name of your
Congressional Representative, you can enter your zip code and find your
Congressional Representative by [4] CLICKING HERE .Here are the details of: the John R. Justice Program (Prosecutor Recruitment/Retention); the Byrne Competitive Grant Program
(Prosecutor Training); Ensuring Fairness and Justice in the Criminal Justice System
(Prosecutor Training); and Byrne Justice Assistance Grant Program(General Prosecution Services).

Please do everything in your power to reach out to your Congressional
representatives and request their support for the programs listed above
as soon as possible. If you have any specific questions or requests from NDAA,
please feel free to reach out to Jason Baker, NDAA’s Director of Government
Affairs, at 703-519-1666 or [5]jbaker@ndaa.org.
